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THIS SUBMISSION IS5 MADE IN FAVOUR OF MURRAYLINK TRANSMISSION
COMPANIES APPLICATION TO THE ACCC FOR CONVERSION TO A PRESCRIBED
SERVICE AND MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE REVENUE FOR 2003-2013

Dear Mr Roberts,
PROPOSED MILLMERRAN TO MIDDLE RIDGE TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT

FINAL TERMS OF REFERENCE: ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
PART A. 1.(®) CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVES 18/03/03

The future economic activity in our area south of Toowoomba

on the Great Dividing Range is eco—tourism. We believe that
eco~tourists require untouched vegetation to view and study the
birds and animals thar thrive in our avrea.

Key physical and engineering constraints that preclude building
an aerial transmission 1ine with 50 metre high towers include
mountainous terrain, endangered ecosystems and extreme weather
events, Approximately 40km to our north a 275 Xv transmission
1ine with 50 metre high towers, passing through gimilar terrain
to ours has fallen down twice in the past 12 years. This line
is subject to twisting cyclonic winds in severe storms. The
present easement near us is in a storm path which storms pass
along during the summer storm season., A storm in 1976 which
followed this path, which also follows the casement line for
about 3-4 km, caused millions of dollars worth of damage to
Toowoomba. Another storm in 1991 had severe winds and hail
chunks approx., 50mm 1in diameter,

Building the transmission line underground would avoid these
hazards.

Building underground does not fit the cheapest option.

Building underground does fit the concept of minimising overall
costs to the community in expensive repairs and loss of service
Lo CONsSuUmers.

So far Powerlink has not considered alternatives as the CEO
Mr Gordon .Jardine insists the ACCC forces him to adhere to the
cheapest optian.

Yours sincerely 6 J W/

Eg?bjydw Walkes

Mr B.J. Walker
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