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Dear Si MARS/PRISM!
ear Sir,

Re application by Murraylink for regulatory status.

This submission is made in favour of Murraylink Transmission Companies to the ACCC for conversion to a
prescribed service and maximum allowable revenue for 2003/2013.

T own a property that to date has a dormant easement, in existence for approximately 22 years. My property
along with two adjoining properties has an area of extreme ecological significance and is considered an
endangered regional ecosystem yet Powerlink, the company proposing to erect 330kv overhead
transmission lines through from Milimerran to Middleridge Toowoomba, is totally ignoring public outcry
over many genuine concerns and claim that they are acting within the ACCC guidelines, as stated by their
CEO Gordon Jardine at a public meeting 18/3/2003.

Please find herewith a press release from Power Down Under, a very large group of concerned
residents/landholders between Middleridge and Millmerran, dated 20/3/2003 and the public response from
Mr.Gordon Jardine dated 26/3/2003 both being printed in the local Toowoomba newspaper “The
Chronicle”.

It became very obvious to all those who attended the meeting on 18/3/2003 that Mr.Jardine believes that
the objective of the ACCC guidelines are to provide power to the most people for the least monetary cost
and that any human, health, economic, environmental or other costs are absolutely of no concern and
Powerlink by adopting this interpretation of the guidelines are unaccountable. For the whole of the meeting
Mr.Jardine repeatedly quoted that the ACCC required the least cost power and gave the public and Power
Down Under committee no recognition for all the very genuine concerns put to him claiming that Powerlink
is obeying the law.

[ believe that there are rules applied by the ACCC, one being minimisation of ALL costs test, which
would mean “not necessarily the cheapest option” and another maximisation of benefit which would surely
mean, having weighed up ALL issues, a sensible solution with least impact be adopted. The National
Electricity Code and Regulatory Code I understand requires a full cost benefit analysis which wouid surely
factor in the human, environment, economic, health, tourism, safety and social costs. In Powerlink’s case
this is not happening.

[ wish to quote ,in part, from the E.1.A’s final terms of reference:
“SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR THE E.L.A. FOR THE PROPOSED MIDDLERIDGE PROJECT”.

PART A: Project Objectives.

1(b) Consideration of alternatives, having regard to the objectives of the proposal, the lay physical
and engineering constraints, pertinent environmental and economic factors and community concerns.
Consider alternatives including different transmission capacity, alternative technologies
such as underground and direct current systems, alternative instillations, methodologies, alternative starting
and ending points, corridors and routed and the “do nothing option™. Discussion of reasons for rejecting the
alternatives and a summary of the environmental trade-offs of each option should be presented.
© Route selection process- outlines the processes undertaken to arrive at the recommended route
for the transmission line including the selection of corridor options.
Our present dealings with Powerlink do not indicate that the above requirements will be
adhered to.

The area in which my family and I live is most delightful and given now to tourism and a
major winery “Preston Peak™ has been established, one block away, over the past few years. International
bird watchers are keen to explore the sensitive environment and the visual and scenic appeal cannot be
surpassed.

Construction of such a large, highly visible and intrusive transmission line across the




Darling Downs will have far greater impact than if erected in almost any other part of the country. The cost
factor must include all relevant issues not just monitory. I alone stand to lose 17 acres out of a 40-acre block
due to the elongated shape of the land and I believe that is too great a sacrifice to be expected to make. This
is my superannuation investment just gone because of Powerlink’s interpretation of the ACCC guidelines. 1
am 83 years young and ask for justice for myself and fellow objectors between here and Millmerran.

I enclose several photos and a map of the area. The aerial photo is about 7 yrs.cld so does
not show the winery and other housing now in this popular area. Because of a public holiday here for the
Toowoomba Royal Show (27"*) I am unable to mail my submission in time so will fax through and priority
post the original copy to arrive 31/3/2003.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs.Faith Rattray. 71'
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Govt corpdrations alaw
unto themselves: PDU

Power Down Under(PDU) claims it
must change the political landscape
if it is to change the approach taken
by Powerlink towards the proposed
Millmerran-Middle Ridge powerline.

A public meeting on Tuesday night
heard the direction taken by Power-
link was based in legislation and op-
ponents would be successful only if
they changed the political process.

PDU spokesman Dr Jock Lambie
said he believed people were told to
“like itor lumpit”.

“Some of these government-owned
corporations think they're a law
unto themselves,”” Dr Lambie said.

“We're not going to let up, because
what we do here could help people in
our position down the track.”

PDU will make submissions to an
Australian Competition and Con-
sumer Commission inquiry ittto the

future direction of financing and ten-
dering processes for the construction
of transmission lines.

Powerlink chief executive Mr Gor-
don Jardine was peppered with ques-
tions from the 130-strong audience at
the meeting at Greenmount.

“While we understand that people
niay not want a powerline in their
area, the underlying imperatives for
this project remain unchanged,” he
said yesterday. “There is a need to
maintain reliable supply to Middle
Ridge which serves the entire Dar-
ling Downs region.”

Mr Jardine said the proposed route
was part of the solution that deliv-
ered the lowest cost toelectricity con-
SUMErS.

A draft environmental impact as-
sessment will be i1ssued for public
comment in the next few months.
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aRules govern
Powerlink

The remark from Power Down Under
spokesman Jock Lambie (TC 20/3) about
some government-owned corporations be-
ing “alaw unto themselves” is incongruous

with The Chronicle’s (accurate) report that
the “public meeting on Tuesday night heard
that the directionstaken by Powerlink was
based in legislation™.

At that meeting, I shared with the com-
munity that Powerlink’'s actions were
bound by both legislation and by regulation
in the national electricity market.

I read from, and tabled, a letter from the
ACCC confirming the regulatory criteria
which apply to Powerlink inrelation to hav-
ing to select the lowest-cost solution for the
proposed Millmerran-Middle Ridge power-
line,

The consistent thrust of my contributions
at the meeting was that Powerlink’s deci-
sions were heavily constrained by regula-
tion and legislation — this is the opposite
end of the spectrum from being a law unto
oneself. — GORDON JARDINE, chief ex-
ecutive, Powerlink Queensland.
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meets wi.th
Community
at meeting

Powerlink representa-
tives met with communi-
ty members last Tuesday
at 4 public meeting in the
Greenmount Hall to dis-
cuss the Millmerran to
Middle Ridge powerline
proposal. .

“We have alrcady providad
as much information as
possible to the commurnd-
. Mr Jardine said.

“While we understand
that peopie may not want a
powerline in their area, the

underlying imperatives for

this project remain un-
changed.

“There is a ne«d {0 main-
tain a reliable supply to
Middle Ridge which serves
the entre Darling Downs
repgion, by late 2004

“There §s also a need to
reinforce the growing
Logan Region by 2009.

*Powerlink (s obliged to
Elan its network to mect

oth these needs in an in-

tegrated manner. Under

the rules of the Nationul
Electricity Market, Power-
link is also required to
select the solution which
delivers the lowest cost Lo
clectricity  consumers  al
large.

“The propased MillmerTan
to Middie Ridge powerline
1s part ol the solutien
which meets the above Cri-
teria,” he sald.

In relation to allernatives,
Mr Jardine said Powerlink
had alreacdy provided the
conynunity with information
that demonstrates that the
proposed  Millmerran ta
Middlc Ridge powerline 13
part of the solution which
delivers the lowest cosl to
electricity cansumers  al
larpe.

He said Powerlink will con-
tinue to work constructlively
with affected property own-
ers and others in the allect-
ed corpmunity o meet is
abligatlons.

He said the next step in the
process, Lhe Environmental
Impact Asscssment (Eia),
has already comnmenced.
The EIA process produces a
formal report that looks at
the potential wnpacts of a
proposed transmission line
development. It will assess
the natural! environment as
well as social, cultural and
coconomic  considerations,
and identifies how any
impacts can be nutigaled or
managed.

A draft EIA report will be
prepared and issued for
ublie cornment in the next
ew mnonths.
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Visitor Information Centres Gaton
sy

GATTON: 5462 3430
LUCKYER VALLEY: 5465 7642 —

Lockyer Valley
TOURIST DRIVES

® Spectacular Valley & Mountain Views e Natural Forest e Camping Areas o Dairy Country e Horticulture e
® Bock Escarpments @ Winery e Nurseries @ Antigues e

Approx Drive Distance 105 km
Approx Drive Time 1hr 15 min

WARREGO HWY

Lockyar Crask

Gatron Lake Apex Visitar Information centre 17 Km

SPA-REDALE RO LOCKYER CHEEK RD

Iredala

BACK FLAGSTONE CREEK RD .,

TOOWOODMBA

Sn
L=
=)
<L
2 ¥~ New Eighand Higliway
) j Upper Flagatone Creck Rd
£
@ Wiy -
> Intersection” Detail UPPER FLAGS
3 > ABSTONE CReg N
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12km

£ Please Orwe with Caution
- Steaep Inclines
Not suitable for

__em r;:ravan'sx:é
Z 55 Cmnron Stockyard

Flagstone.
Creek

- 5km
Ao B
4’4’4‘0 Infarmation Centre
‘s 0 Heritage Listed
‘90 m Toilats
wms
==z Dirt Road
Sewpil, Gully g A Orive with Caution
3xm [hstance
STEEP CUMB  wakers #n "
Not suitable for X Distance marker
Caravansa . T Waterways
=¥ Ruilway Lines
Gatton Lake Agex Cafe & g m Q m Foad Stop
Visitor Information Centre :
ﬂ m Gamping
. o
Preston Peak Winery [T H] Fual stop
Putterycgs'l =a ) Views & Photo Opp
B&EB.GI op \ J
L P e . - s . . .. B et _ J
7 Dr‘I\IE DII"eCtIDnS Alternate return uption :
Starting at the Gatton Lake Apex Information Centre, head west ::‘i;ii;;utm;n$mm,iz
17km towards Toowoomba, on the Gatton Hehdon Road, Then take the i Mght turn into Murphys Creok Roed
@ left turn into Flagstone Creek Road a:tur:mgcw Gatton via Spring Blutt &
* € Past Back Flagstone Creek Road intersectian Sa‘z‘%ﬁv:a N"&‘::‘;,:,!.‘S@S EL?J?F"%,;,'GE
@ laft into SWCkVi’"‘d Creek Road nghl rn into Stenner Strcet for 3.5Km An lthiakive of the Eatten Shire Council
D). Past Kcnnedys Road intcrscction Right turn into Rowbatham Straec B — .
@ right into Rockmodnt Road & Laft turn into Upper Flagstone Creak Road Sy a3 1 Behrs Bvurs G med S r €AY
right inte Prestan Road ) Connecting with Flugstene Creck Roud e e e e o 3o o it
right inta Preston Boundary Road €) Past Back Flagstone Cresk Road intersection & Sinvmia ukcalad umad of b aaratiin or
£2) right into Preston Read @ Left turn inta the Helidon Gatton Road, oA 110 A4 At s on
€) right anto New England Highway returning to Gatton via Grantham. g cout C kst vy v I g
\ Varslan 1 2002 e e Vo v




Fax from '@ 8746389329
s o b WAL DA LALLL B L [T I TR S NP Q) [T R B N
‘(‘
—-\

-
‘k \\?j\« ”
= o
‘ .
> 4
OE

28-83/83 16:11 Pg: &
[ =N

a S S e U 1) (L
!

<

%

'

Lot 1 of RP151924




Fax from '@ 8746309329

RPN

1l

[ W N SN N |

FILI s 1 e LNy [ DI B LU o ey e

’

Lifﬁ;bf

M i bpLFToN

NORTI 57

FROiH

AE M=

i
! H|I|-; \“\‘l,..‘,\
g Iy

28-83-83 i6:11 Pyg:

11200

Pl B-R S| E NN S

=304
W

M ADPDLETOL

ENsi v’[

2

L g
FRpi

Qo

"“‘JI

()
1.“

R
TR |




Fax from : 8746389329

b e e

e ——

ERIDOIT—"
THTIe -

(ES

M IDRL
>

o Jf =4l
'n*éﬂga

A}
AN

\(X

NN

e

DN

)

\
¢
3
3 \

P

Sy

PO
7.30

w

DIl LA A L YA L et BT i

Mun

‘l i

| \Hlltl I'l"x'

u |‘| \ ﬁp
! | N ‘r || ||
MH . ao

l ) |||||||
mpmmn ﬁ \ i

('l"”' x\&\ \W

LETCive

MDD

Rowm

-
-

el

sevT# ¥

2

t

Lan Tt}

‘IH
hlﬂ
| l\HI

E R S b

P .
‘”“unM|
i |"} l il‘ll

\HUIJ
I'| II|

il

28-83/83

[R=N

16:11

S S

1v

FLx)

ryg:

TR

| \M

|

R i
lm “ﬁll|||ltl“ l|lw| { |

|||n\n| *E'lln‘l!':'l'n'lil"n“ Rlll Mﬁ
binln

A

1]}

l“‘l il :‘mll‘:‘:lxll\l.l |lllllllll| l!”i‘::. ::‘j"l:.tli:‘lll\l‘l":.'” W M
xllll '!”"“\“nr o " u|||||l‘| l\“““llhl‘lyl”llll\b I
.] L1} IH Ty \ AL\

I Iumnmr WMMwMiW”

W
A =
Xs ¥
\\Q%Qme
Zz ¥
hv\ld_ 1\
T X Wwow
< NTg %
= \‘;\‘HQ U\\
Y § =4 W
TN ' N
W W I
Qh.\\\-t %
‘A
Y%k 'y
> XX
FRY ]
& N

Wb



Fax from 8746309329 . o 28-A3-83 16:11 Pg: 18 -




