
20 December 2022 

Mark Feather 
General Manager 
Strategic Policy and Energy Systems Innovation 
Australian Energy Regulator 
GPO Box 520 
Melbourne, VIC 3001 

Dear Mark 

AER Draft Transmission Ring-Fencing Guideline 

The Australian Energy Regulator (AER) published its Draft Electricity Transmission Ring-
Fencing Guideline and accompanying Explanatory Statement in early November.  The AER 
has proposed a number of amendments to the current Guideline to address perceived 
concerns in relation to cross-subsidisation and discrimination.  Among other things, this 
includes measures to enhance compliance and reporting. 
Powerlink appreciates the opportunity to provide input to the AER’s Draft Electricity 
Transmission Ring-Fencing Guideline, for which further detail is provided in its accompanying 
Explanatory Statement.   
Our submission seeks to reinforce the context in which Powerlink operates now and into the 
foreseeable future. This context is fundamental to putting customers at the centre of our 
business and that we continue to act in the long-term interests of Queensland electricity 
customers as we navigate our way through the energy transition to net zero.   
Our business must prepare for and adapt to the dynamic and increasingly complex 
circumstances in the external environment.  

Queensland Context 
Our purpose is to connect Queenslanders to a world-class energy future, providing the prudent 
and efficient delivery of electricity to more than five million Queenslanders and 238,000 
businesses.  Our purpose is embedded within and plays out across our three lines of business, 
namely regulated (or prescribed), non-regulated and transformation.  
We also play a critical role in delivering the Queensland Energy and Jobs Plan (QEJP), which 
will require the coordinated and efficient development of Renewable Energy Zones (REZs), 
the connection of storage such as pumped hydro and to support new load growth. These works 
may to some extent, be part of, and also in addition to the services we provide in the normal 
course of business to ensure the safe, secure and reliable operation of the backbone 
Queensland electricity transmission network.  






