MMISSION | M/S 852,
401 Preston Boundary Rd.,

2 d Toowoomba Qld.4352
' | 20/3/2003
ggﬁi::fﬁ::a:? eerz,ulatory Officer, ,__Fi!f_l\ M 2?0 Q’K 4 6 @ - oL
éggcéox 5201 . _D_Z} _/_‘Z_/_@bq 2
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Re application by Murraylink for regulatory status.
This submission is made in favour of Murraylink Transmission Companies to the ACCC for
conversion to a prescribed service and maximum allowable revenue for 2003/2013.

With reference to letter (Ref.GH Jim/1.906) 28/2/2003 from Mr.Gordon Jardine to yourself re
the above issue we wish to point out that Powerlink’s sole objection to challenging underground power and
such competitors entering the market is self preservation, being overhead transmission suppliers only. The
paragraph “B” imparts states “Secondly... last revenue reset did not include underground. . .trigger midterm
revision to our revenue caps.” We wish to point out that the instillation of underground should be
considered because of a number of issues of very deep concern to the general community.

We own a property on an existing easement that has been dormant for 22 years and because the
previous owners were paid a very small compensation we will be paid nothing despite the fact this area has
changed from uninhabited range country to expensive land sought by the very astute for lifestyle and
environment.

Most people owning property do so as a form of superannuation yet it is to be stolen away.

My mother Faith Rattray likewise owns a block adjoining and is even more affected by the
proposed Millmerran to Middle Ridge Powerlink line losing 17 acres to the easement out of 40.This land is
to be sacrificed for the 330 KV line yet it has pristine residential potential.

Approximately 5 yrs ago land owners on the existing 7KM easement received letters from
power authorities stating that the easement was of “ ..no further interest..”.[ am able to obtain stat.decs. To
that affect from several of these people however the power authorities will not release any documents to
verify that these letters were sent.

Powerlink has pushed ahead with great urgency even though this community was only
notified August 2002.1t would appear Powerlink has used stealth and speed to catch us off guard rather than
addressing other options.

Powerlink is aware of the increasing public outcry and during discussion with the project
manager Mr.Bill Buikstra last Tuesday evening he admitted that, due to such public objection, the USA
now has a policy of no new overhead lines but rather upgrade by duplication/ triplication or underground
however the reference continually, upon challenge, is the ACCC guidelines which must be widened to
include underground at the very least in the more populated areas.

Mr.Buikstra also admitted that in the tast 20 years public objection, to high voltage
powerlines, has esculated enormously and that this situation cannot be allowed to continue yet upon
challenge he refused to submit such a report to the ACCC obviously because his company, Powerlink, is of
self interest.

Property values in the vicinity and or with easements are estimated by general rule to drop
in value by 30/50%. This is a totally unacceptable level to any community and the moral issue must be
addressed of the minority being sacrificed for the majority to have the cheapest power, at what cost? Every
consumer should be prepared to pay some increase in power costs in order to have some equity in the
distribution by either existing upgrade or underground not “ the cheapest is best” and too bad for the rest
attitude.

Powerlink was asked at a public meeting to release the difference in costing per
household by using underground as compared to overhead but they said they didn’t have those figures ,yet
their argument is that the power will be much more expensive with underground but how much?

We strongly urge the ACCC to employ the tactical underground approach in order to
avoid the many issues : health, environment, scenic and devaluation of private property to name but a few.

Enclosed is a map of some of the area being affected by the proposed Powerlink



Millmerran / Middleridge transmission line. In this particular case underground or upgrading the existing
lines would totally solve the problem. Some five years ago the Eastlink proposal was scrapped due to
public outcry and Westlink used instead and now we are told that this time the urgency to complete the
project, this year , leaves no time to consider other routes/options. Could the hurry be the fear that the
ACCC will change the guidelines ?

A copy of a letter for subdivision appraisal of our property dated 2000 is included to give an
idea of the social impact to our neighbours, the whole area and us.

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission.

Yours sincerely.

Mrs. Merrilyn{FCV)Middleton.
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-£ARKIN TEYS CONSULTING

CONSULTING ENGINEERS & PROJECT MANAGERS

Building Engineering Direl"{:g::lrsl.arkin BE (Hons2A) MIE Aust CPEng RPEQ @
s : = ons us ny
Stru‘:tura! & Civil Engl_neerlng Brad Teys BE {Hons2A) MIE Aust CPEng RPEQ
Commercial & Industrial Nick Canto BE Civil Corporata Member of
Rural & Urban Design Allan Robi The Association of
an Robinson Consuiting Engineers
Development Consultants Austraiia
TOOWOOMBA
P.O0. Box 2443
2 Uniion §t
Toowogomba 4350
, Tel: 07 4639 3620
7th May 2000 Our Ref: 4253LT01 Fax: 07 4639 2487

C & M Middleton

MS 852

401 Preston Boundary Road
TOOWOOMBA MC QLD 4352

Dear Colin and Marilyn
RE: SUBDIVISION POTENTIAL OF 401 PRESTON BOUNDARY ROAD

We write to ¢ 2r our services to carry out a detailed project feasbility study for this project. This
study would ;.. oduce the following deliverables for this project.

1. Preliminary development layout plan

2. Preliminary development cost estimate, based upon historical cost data from similar
projects.

3. Conduct meetings with Gatton Shire Council and Cambooya Shire Council with a view to
obtaining an in principal agreement of how potable water could be provided to the
allotments and minimum design standards for other infrastructure.

4. Conduct meetings with Ergon Energy, to detemine the process, (if any exists), to
extinguish the power easement which currently encumbers both of the allotments which
exist,

5. Conduct meetings with a real estate agent to get an understanding of the project
marketability and anticipated sale prices of the final allotments.

Our fees to carry out this study wouid be $1,450.00

Following my inspection of the site last Thursday and assessment of the contour information
provided, make the following comments. This information is based on a * first glance 'assessment
to help you decide weather to proceed with further studies. It is not to be used for any other
purpose. :

1. Aside from the front 120 — 150m the land is generally unsuitable for development

2. Of land which is suitable for development it is expected that approximately 16 acre
allotments could be developed either side of a culde-sac running parallel to Preston
Boundary Road.

3. Potable Water supply will be difficult. Supply may come from Cambooya Shire Councils Big
Hill reservoir OR perhaps from onsite bores and a Chlorination / Filtration unit.

4. Ergon Energy hold an easement over the site which if not extinguished would reduce the
allotment yield considerably.

LARKIN TEYS CONSULTING y:\4253\42531t01.doc



5. Development cost would be in the order of $35,000 to $40,000 per allotment plus initial iand
cost. i

| hope that this assists you in making your decision to carry out further feasibility works. Should
you decide to proceed we could commence immediately. Timing to complete the study would
depend on response times by third parties. Should you requre any further information please do
not hesitate to contact the undersigned at this office.

Yours faithfully
LARKIN TEYS CONSULTING

Nick Canto .
Director .

LARKIN TEYS CONSULTING ) y:\4253\4253it01.doc



18471 5 . PLAN MUST BE DR WN WITHIN BLUE LINES

WARNING —FOLOING OR MUTILATING WILL | EAD TO REJECTION—PLAN MAY BE ROLLED

)

9028 04 joN

vV Wvdovia

#|c3§ 0} ION

8 Wvuovia

(¢
-

ys1I? d

23244
bek‘h\lb\ )k\ mbq
Yk 9z

£.5
o
°.

=

Ijmi

TOWN
counry. Churchill

PARISH..CAMPERELL

CORNFAS
NOT MaRKED)

184715
(cise)

Lo

REGISTERED PLAN

o8 22
zef Y0d

©

¥

o

8922 \ A N

Slo£8 7Y 5% @

. g w.& ﬁ

9

545081 o Q

N 6 .

Govering pert of Lot 2 on RP /51076

PLAN OF £gsement J in Lot 2 on RP 15/076°

Linps NOT
suAvIviD

45000,

SCALE

@

CROWN COPYRIGHT RESEAVED, REGISTRAR OF TITLES, QUEENSLAND

MEAIDIAN

6._,1942

SURVEYED BY O J Biokeney
LRE.

RP184715 VO Page 1 of 2© NRM landrds Not to Scale

™ pE2Os A R SN w
I .mo‘o.vt 25 905 an200 6N\ £or 582 g//ou GIEGEY /mmxvu.. ’ 2
PEE 22 . & B 088 e, fh___— oo m N
957 YO (€1-9) Z)otiz N “w
iy ~
o~ < )
mﬁ.ﬂw o ¥ I o o<
-~ £ l
&2 ¢ .m....u.ﬂ o7 S2LRS g 03 B Y 3 3
£p5 27 020881 L ) - o o 0o gk
. i 2 . L , 2
. 221 0o R e B T L o502 cel ¥ 0d . M q| = % g8
. 92§ 22 5 207 _ A wh00 a4 sed 3 . re02 e ¥ N z
SIS 10 p220)T 3 ¥ PapuDIg bag ' B % SmNm.n%. 57 ovet “ m h P
. - o ' o\ .
; mnnwuqo_;w R fpy 100 yauegy 3 K] - b3
(roég) syo T\ e ..--p 140 £ £lsg 3 3
0448 - e 1| & i P
\ktﬂw.w . o f 00 U 1. Sl ~ |z _ﬂ
dsyvay p & IS - I'S nw
< e 8 a
81 1L LI E i
A SINIT 3178 NIHLIM NMYET 38 (SN Nv14

" ; .N.m_._Sm#.

dvawaCyd 3dIm W OL

l
i

Copynght protects this plan. Unauthorised reproduction or amendment is not permitted. Contact the surveyor or Consulting Surveyors Queensland for information.

|



Govt corporations alaw
unto themselves: PDU

Power Down Under (PDU) claims it
must change the political landscape
if it is to change the approach taken
by Powerlink towards the proposed
Millmerran-Middle Ridge powerline.

A public meeting on Tuesday night
heard the direction taken by Power-
link was based in legislation and op-
ponents would be successful only if
they changed the political process.

PDU spokesman Dr Jock Lambie
said he believed people were told to
“likeitor lump it”.

“Some of these government-owned
corporations think they're a law
unto themselves,” Dr Lambie said.

“We’re not going to let up, because
what we do here could help people in
our position down the track.”

PDU will make submissions to an
Australian Competition and Con-
sumer Commission inquiry into the

LT I B | e .

SLANE VIO ¥ JE VP T

future direction of financing and ten-
dering processes for the construction
of transmission lines.

Powerlink chief executive Mr Gor-
don Jardine was peppered with ques-
tions from the 130-strong audience at
the meeting at Greenmount.

“While we understand that people
may not want a powerline in their
area, the underlying imperatives for
this project remain unchanged,” he
said yesterday. “There is a need to
maintajn reliable supply to Middle
Ridge which serves the entire Dar-
ling Downs region.”

Mr Jardine said the proposed route
was part of the solution that deliv-
ered thelowest cost to electricity con-
sumers.

A draft environmental impact as-
sessment will be issued for public
comment in the next few months.

L L

THE CHRONICLE
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2 Rﬁles govern
Powerlink

The remark from Power Down Under
spokesman Jock Lambie (TC 20/3) about
some government-owned corporations be-
ing “alaw unto themselves” is incongruous

with The Chronicle’s (accurate) report that
the “public meeting on Tuesday night heard
that the direction‘taken by Powerlink was
based in legislation™.

At that meeting, I shared with the com-
munity that Powerlink’s actions were
bound by both legislation and by regulation
in the national electricity market.

I read from, and tabled, a letter from the
ACCC confirming the regulatory criteria
which apply to Powerlink in relation to hav-
ing to select the lowest-cost solution for the
proposed Millmerran-Middle Ridge power-
line.

The consistent thrust of my contributions
at the meeting was that Powerlink’s deci-
sions were heavily constrained by regula-
tion and legislation — this is the opposite
end of the spectrum from being a law unto
oneself. — GORDON JARDINE, chief ex-
ecutive, Powerlink Queensland.

THE CrrAPNICLE

24/5/5
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Poweriink
meets with
Community
at meeting

Powerlink representa-
tives met with communi-
ty members last Tuesday
at a public meeting in the
Greenmount Hall to dis-
cuss the Millmerran to
Middle Ridge powerline
proposal, R

“We have already provided
as much information as
pussible to the communi-
ty.” Mr Jardine said.

“"While we understand
that people may not want a_
powerline in their area, the

underlying imperatives for 3

this project remain un-
changed.

“There is a need to main-
tain a reliable supply to
Middle Ridge which serves
the entire Darling Downs
region, by late 2004,

“There is also a need to
reinforce.  the growing
Logan Region by 2009.

“Powerlink is obliged to
lan its network to meet
Eoth these needs in an in-
tegrated manner. Under

the rules of the Nalicnal
Electricity Market, Power-
link is also required to
select the solution which
delivers the lowest cost o
electricity consumers  at
larpge.

“The proposed Millmerran
to Middle Ridge powerline
is part  of the solution
whicli meets the above cri-
teria,” he said.

In relation to alternatives,
Mr Jardine said Powerlink
had already provided the
community with information
that demonstrates that the
proposed Millmerran to
Middle Ridge powerline id
part of the solution which
delivers the lowest cost to
electricity consumers at
large.

He said Powerlink will con-
finue (0 work constructively
with affected property own-
ers and others in the affect-
ed communily to mieet its
ohligations.

He said the next step in the
process, the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA),
has already commenced.
The EIA process produces a
formal report that looks at
the potential impacts of a
proposed transmission line
development. It will assess
the natural environment as
well as social, cultural and
cconomic  considerations,
and identifies how any
impacts can be mitigated or
managed,

A draft EIA report will be
prepared and issued for
public comment in the next
few months.
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Visitor Information Centres
GATTON: 5462 3430
LOCKYER VALLEY: 5465 7642

Lockyer Valley
TOURIST DRIVES

o Spectacular Valley & Mountain Views e Natural Forest e Camping Areas e Dairy Country e Horticulture e

e Bock Escarpments e Winery @ Nurseries e Antigues o

Approx Drive Distance 105 km
Approx Drive Time 1hr 15 min
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Drive Directions

( Starting at the Gatton Lake Apex Information Centre, head west
17km towards Tecowocmba, on the Gatton Helidon Road, Then take the
@ lekt turn into Flagstone Creek Road
* € Past Back Flagstone Creek Road intersection
@) left inta Stockyard Creek Road
{2 Past Kennedys Road intersection
@ right into Rockmount Road
(@ right into Preston Road
@) right into Preston Boundary Road
€ right into Preston Road
) right onto New England Highway
\_ Version 1 2002

{0 Right turn into Stenner Street for 3.5Km

@ Right turn into Rowbotham Street

B Left turn into Upper Flagstone Creek Road

€) Connecting with Flagstone Creek Road

@ Past Back Flagstone Creek Road intersection

@) Left turn into the Helidon Gatton Road,
returning ta Gatton via Grantham.

Ej Gatton Lake Apex Visitar Information centre 1‘7\Kim ﬂ" *
SPAIREDALE RD LOCKYER CREEK RD
Iredale

BACK FLAGSTONE CREEK RD ~
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i I ;
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3 it
3 . -
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Lockyer Creek -
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= Waterways
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Q m Food Slmp

a Camping
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Alternate return option :
Take the New England Highway
passing through Teowoomba to

right turn inta Murphys Creek Road
Returning to Gatton via Spring Bluff &
Murphys Creek Helidon & Grantham
See Orive Map SPRING BLUFF DRIVE

An initiative of the Gatten Shire Couacil

Disclamer Maps have been compiled as a yeoaral guide
anly and 1he Gattlen Shire Cauncil and S&J Hueath cannot
luke any responsibility Ior any erro/s of OMissians.

We cannot guarantes the quality of conainon of tacilitias
or services. ingicated, imes of business aperalion ar
access lu premises. Up to date information may be
availabls from wvisitor informanon centras or locat
authorities elc

Hudd congitions of fodte changes Inay occur fram hme
1o ime and these should be checked by the visitor
befare embarking on any drve. ENJOY YOUR DRIVE.
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