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23 June 2015

Mr Johan Esterhuizen

General Manager Asset Strategy Electrical
Jemena Limited

321 Ferntree Gully Road

MOUNT WAVERLEY VIC 3149

Dear Mr Esterhuizen

SUBMISSION TO THE REGULATORY IMPACT STATEMENT FOR THE PROPOSED
ELECTRICITY SAFETY (ELECTRIC LINE CLEARANCE) REGULATIONS 2015

Energy Safe Victoria (ESV) thanks you for your submission in relation to the Regulatory
Impact Statement for the proposed Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations
2015 (the proposed Regulations).

ESV carefully reviewed all submissions after the close of the public consultation period.
Stakeholder feedback has enabled ESV to improve the intent and content of the proposed
Regulations.

ESV has made all submissions publicly available on its website, other than those that
requested confidentiality.

Summary of key changes

Based on stakeholder feedback, ESV made the following changes to the public consultation
version of the proposed Regulations:

e Changing the commencement date to 28 June 2015 (to avoid overlap with the 29
June 2015 expiry of the 2010 Regulations and Code of Practice) and aligning the
transitional and expiry provisions accordingly.

» The exception allowing structural branches to be within the minimum clearance
space for insulated low voltage electric lines in low bushfire risk areas (LBRA) was
modified to apply to hazardous bushfire risk areas as well.

* ESVre-introduced the exception allowing small branches (less than 10mm wide) to
be within the minimum clearance space for insulated low voltage electric lines. In the
consultation version, the exception applied only to small branches protruding from
structural branches, but will now apply independently of a structural branch.

e The exception allowing structural branches to be within the minimum clearance
space for uninsulated low voltage electric lines in LBRA was modified to apply to a
structural branch of lesser diameter size (more than 130mm wide instead of 400mm)
and also to allow the branch to be further inside the clearance space (up to 500mm
instead of 200mm), in order to make the exception more practicable.
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e The ‘near to pole’ provisions in the tables in the current 2010 Code of Practice were
inadvertently omitted during the process of translating minimum clearance distances
into the formulae and graphs in the new Code. Feedback noted that the loss of these
provisions would lead to increased clearances. The ‘near to pole’ provisions have
been re-instated as reflected in reduced clearance distances for the first and last
one-sixth of line spans.

e The notification and consultation requirements were reviewed as feedback identified
lack of clarity with respect to the requirements of these clauses and overly
prescriptive requirements. The policy intent of the consultation, notification and
dispute resolution clauses did not change but the clauses were reviewed to improve
clarity.

e ESV reviewed the duties of distribution companies and railway and tramway network
owners and operators to assist councils on request in relation to the safety of
clearance around electric lines and determining allowances for sag and sway. The
scope of the duties was amended so that the businesses and network
owners/operators must provide advice about safe limits of approach and safe
methods for tree cutting and removal. In the case of determining sag and sway, it will
be the primary responsibility of councils to retain a record of the information provided
to them.

Other issues raised by the electricity distribution businesses

A number of issues and suggestions in submissions made by the distribution businesses
have not been adopted in the proposed Regulations. Attached is a summary of those issues
and ESV’s response.

Availability of the proposed Regulations

ESV anticipates that the proposed Regulations will be made by the Governor-in-Council on
23 June 2015 and will be available online at www.legislation.vic.gov.au after making. The
proposed Regulations will commence on 28 June 2015.

ESV has prepared a Statement of Reasons for the changes made to the proposed

Regulations following public consultation. The statement, which will be available on ESV’s
website (www.esv.vic.gov.au), on the making of the proposed Regulations, addresses the
changes made to the proposed Regulations after public consultation.

Yours sincerely
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Dr Roanne Allan
EXECUTIVE MANAGER POLICY AND STRATEGY
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