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Appendix A 

Below we outline general comments that apply to all or several distribution data requirements workbooks: 

 We recommend reviewing the formatting of each workbook to ensure that data is consistent within and 

across different worksheets. In many templates, we observed some data inputs have a custom currency 

format, while the same or similar data in the rows below has a general format. (See 06 Operating 

expenditure – Standard control – Overheads expenditure for an example). 

 Many data inputs do not fit within the column width or row depth provided in the workbooks. (See 06 

Operating expenditure – Standard control – Indirect overheads expenditure for an example). We 

recommend ensuring that each data table has sufficient column width and row depth for users to input, 

observe and validate data correctly. 

 As noted in our March 2022 submission, we recommend ‘freezing panes’ on each workbook to ensure 

that workbook titles, data legends and table headings remain visible when users scroll down towards the 

bottom of the workbook. 

 As noted in our March 2022 submission, we recommend numbering each worksheet in each workbook 

for ease of user reference and navigation. For example, 02 Operational outputs – 1. Energy delivered by 

cost-reflective tariff; 2. Energy delivered by non-cost-reflective tariff; 3. Energy delivered by time etc. 

Having numerical references will make the data collection process more efficient and easier to manage. 

 We support the AER’s preferred approach to exempt several data requirements from audit and 

assurance, as detailed on pages 20 and 21 of the preliminary Order.1 

 

1  AER, Preliminary Annual Order – Electricity distributors, January 2023, pp. 20-21. 


















