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RE:  APA Submission to the draft NSW REZ supporting guidelines 

 

Dear Ms Kaur, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the AER’s draft NSW Renewable Energy Zones 

(REZ) supporting guidelines and guidance note that support the AER’s role under the 

Electricity Infrastructure Investment Act (NSW) (EII Act). 

APA is an ASX listed owner, operator, and developer of energy infrastructure assets across 

Australia. As well as an extensive network of natural gas pipelines, we own or have interests 

in gas storage and generation facilities, electricity transmission networks, and 681 MW of 

renewable generation infrastructure. 

This submission leverages our experience as the operator of Directlink and Murraylink which 

are both registered as Transmission Network Service Providers (TNSPs) in the National 

Electricity Market. We are very familiar with the AER’s existing National Electricity Rules (NER) 

guidelines (such as the NER Cost Allocation Guideline and NER Ring-Fencing Guideline) that 

sit along-side the AER’s draft NSW REZ supporting guidelines and guidance note. 

Our comments are focused on the AER’s draft Legal and Functional Separation Guideline – 

Electricity Infrastructure Investment Act (Draft Guideline). We recognise that preventing cross 

subsidies and discriminatory behaviour is important to support competition. APA’s 

participation in the Central West Orana REZ tender process demonstrates our support for 

competition in energy markets.  

We would like to raise two issues in relation to the Draft Guideline: 

1. Staff separation – subclauses (c) and (d) of section 2.2 of the Draft Guideline require 

staff involved in planning for network activities in consultation with the Infrastructure 

Planner (EnergyCo) to: 

• not be involved in preparing responses or submissions to contestable 

procurement processes, and 






